
B+LNZ Genetics Sheep Progeny Test
HUB Annual Report, April 2019



B+LNZ Genetics Central Progeny Test

B+LNZ	Genetics	invest	in	progeny	tests	to	benchmark	the	performance	
of	rams	sourced	from	a	wide	variety	of	breeds	and	environments.		
These	benchmarks	mean	we	can	correct	for	differences	between	flocks	
such	as	climate,	management	conditions,	dam	genetics,	and	essentially	
any	non-genetic	factor	that	can	affect	performance	of	a	rams	progeny.

Running	a	progeny	test	at	one	location	– a	“central	progeny	test”	(CPT)	
– facilitates	comparisons	of	rams	that	would	not	easily	be	made	in	
industry.	It	is	also	an	opportunity	to	provide	a	practical	resource	for	
genetic	research	development.

There	are	two	types	of	sites	within	the	B+LNZ	Genetics	CPT:

1. Hub	sites	focus	on flock	connectedness	that	underpins	across-
industry	genetic	evaluation. They	also	provide	connectedness	
between	Next	Generation	flocks,	a	resource	for	genetics	research	
as	well	as	add-on	innovative	projects.

2. Next	Generation	sites	build	stronger	connections	with	ram	
breeding	flocks	in	the	industry.	Each	Next	Generation	site	focuses	
on	either	a	breed	type	or	specialist	challenge	relevant	to	the	land	
type	and	geographical	location.

The	linkages	created	by	the	B+LNZ	Genetics	CPT	underpin	NZGE	– the	
weekly	large-scale	across-flock	and	across-breed	evaluation

For	further	questions	about	B+LNZ	Genetics	CPT	contact	Annie	O’Connell:

Phone:	03	477	6632
Mobile:	027	403	3757
Email:	annie.oconnell@blnzgenetics.com

Contact
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The results table explained

• All	values	are	sourced	from	the	NZGE	Single	Step	run	12	April	2019.		

• NZ	Maternal	Worth	(NZMW)	is	comprised	of	Capped	Reproduction	(DPCR),	Survival	(DPS),	Growth	(DPG),	Adult	Size	(DPA)	and	Wool	(DPW).

• NZ	Terminal	Worth	(NZTW)	is	comprised	of	Survival	(TSS),	Growth	(TSG)	and	Meat	Yield	(TSM).	

• In	accordance	with	the	ram	supply	agreement,	all	submitted	rams	in	order	of	NZMW	or	NZTW	have	been	reported.
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NZMW	&	NZTW		index	values
sourced	from	NZGE

Number	progeny	(n)	or	Number	of	Daughters	lambing	(n	Dgt L)	that	
contribute	to	the	sires	index	values

Dual	Purpose	Results	Table

Terminal	Sire	Results	Table

Blank	fields	mean	the	ram	has	failed	to	be	connected	for	that	
trait	(not	enough	progeny	at	the	test	site	or	home	site)

The	first	number	equates	to	the	number	of	progeny	in	the	report	period,	
the	second	number	equates	to	total	progeny	in	the	analysis



Results Table: Dual Purpose – Cohort 2019
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Insights	

Rams	in	this	cohort	have	been	mated	in	Autumn	2019.		Progeny	born	in	September	will	be	monitored	in	2020,	2021	and	2022.	We	expect	values	of	young	rams	
and	unconnected	rams	to	change	more	than	mature	connected	rams	through	the	progeny	test	programme.	

The	outcomes	of	the	progeny	test	feed	immediately	into	SIL	and	serve	to	maintain	the	accuracy	of	the	breeding	value	and	index	predictions	evaluated	in	the	
NZGE.

The	values	of	these	rams	have	been	informed	by	data	captured	in	their	source	flocks.	A	target	of	25	progeny	per	sire	are	evaluated	in	the	HUB.	To	gain	best	value	
for	connectedness	from	these	rams,	it	is	recommended	that	the	sires	are	used	in	as	many	flocks	as	possible	in	the	next	3	years.

The	top	three	rams	in	this	cohort	(NZMW	>2610)	are	in	the	top	10%	of	young	rams,	the	majority	of	which	are	yet	to	have	progeny	born	and	measured.		The	top	
two	rams	have	progeny	born	in	2018.

Seven	of	these	rams	are	in	the	top	50%	(NZMW	>	1745)	for	young	rams.		

Two	rams	are	in	the	top	5%	for	WormFEC	and	two	are	in	the	top	5%	for	Facial	Eczema	(FE)	for	their	relevant	age.	



Results Table: Dual Purpose - Cohort 2018
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Insights	

This	cohort	is	at	the	beginning	of	measurements	for	Dual	Purpose	traits	and	will	be	mated	as	hoggets	in	2019	and	continue	to	be	monitored	in	2020	and	2021.	
A	target	of	25	progeny	per	sire	are	evaluated	in	the	HUB.		

The	majority	of	these	rams	have	benefited	from	additional	measures	in	the	birth	flocks	and	with	flocks	also	sharing	these	rams.

The	top	three	rams	in	this	cohort	(NZMW	>2782)	are	in	the	top	10%	of	mature	rams	with	progeny	born	2016-2019.

Ten	of	the	rams	listed	above	are	in	the	top	50%	(NZMW	>1826)	for	mature	rams.	Rams	below	this	line	will	benefit	from	additional	measures	of	progeny	and	may	
have	notable	strengths	in	other	traits.	

Four	rams	are	above	average	for	Facial	Eczema	(FE)	Tolerance	and	Ram	2529.12/14	is	in	the	top	5%	of	mature	rams	for	this	trait.	



Results Table: Dual Purpose – Cohort 2017
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Insights	from	this	table

This	cohort	has	one	more	year	before	Dual	Purpose	progeny	test	measures	are	complete.	
A	target	of	25	progeny	per	sire	are	evaluated	in	the	HUB.	The	majority	of	these	rams	have	benefited	from	additional	measures	in	the	birth	flocks	and	with	
flocks	also	sharing	these	rams.

The	top	three	rams	in	this	cohort	(NZMW	>2782)	are	in	the	top	10%	of	mature	rams	with	progeny	born	2016-2019.

Five	of	the	rams	reported	above	are	in	the	top	50%	(NZMW	>1826)	for	mature	rams.	Rams	below	this	line	will	benefit	from	additional	measures	of	progeny.		
They	also	have	notable	strengths	in	health	traits	such	as	630.415/15	(NZMW	751)	which	has	a	Facial	Eczema	(FE)	of	2370.	The	FE	value	for	this	ram	is	in	the	
top	10%	for	mature	rams.



Results Table: Dual Purpose – Cohort 2016
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Insights	from	this	table

This	cohort	has	completed	all	Dual	Purpose	progeny	test	measures.	A	target	of	25	progeny	per	sire	are	evaluated	in	the	HUB.		The	majority	of	these	rams	
have	benefited	from	additional	measures	in	the	birth	flocks	and	with	flocks	also	sharing	these	rams.

The	top	ram	in	this	cohort	4474.88/14	(NZMW	2934)	is	in	the	top	10%	of	mature	rams	with	progeny	born	2016-2019.

Eight of	the	rams	reported	above	are	in	the	top	50%	(NZMW	>1826)	for	mature	rams.



Results Table: Terminal Sire
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